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DISEASES AND THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE IN DAMASCUS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


My Dear Sir,—After a long delay, I sit down to answer briefly the 
questions you handed me on your late visit here, relating to the diseases 
of Damascus, and to make such observations on the practice of medi- 
cine amongst the native physicians as the limits of my letter will allow, 
hoping that the perusal may interest some of the readers of your valua- 
ble Journal. 

Intermittent fever is exceedingly common, both in the city and all the 
villages throughout the plain of Damascus, and with its concomitants 
destroys more lives than any other malady known here. Through most 
of the summer and autumn a large proportion of the people live on 
fruits and raw vegetables, with little animal or other solid food; the 
blood becomes deficient in fibrin, and the bodily powers enfeebled, and 
in this state exposure to the malaria, either while engaged in their agri- 
cultural employments in the country, or residing in the narrow, ill-ven- 
tilated and filthy streets of the town, where animal and vegetable putre- 
faction everywhere poisons the fountains of life, developes the disease in 
innumerable cases. ‘The most prolific source of malaria and ague is the 
artificial irrigation of the soil. The river below the city is divided into 
a network of streains, which are carried over every pait of the plain, 
the beds of which soon become filled with mud and decaying vegetable 
matter ; and as the water has to be constantly diverted from one chan- 
nel to another for the use of the crops, the exposure of the beds 
of these streams to the fierce rays of an almost tropical sun, produces 
an atmosphere as unfavorable to health as can well be conceived. 
To this source of disease the people of the villages are peculiarly ex- 
posed, while pursuing their daily avocations. Thousands, also, who 
dwell in the city, annually take the ague from imprudent exposure until 
a late hour in the evening, along the rivers in the suburbs of the town, 
enjoying the paradise of Eastern life—social converse with friends, and 
the soothing, care-dispelling fumes of tobacco, along a babbling stream. 
I believe that a greater proportion of the population of Damascus and 
its surrounding villages annually suffer with intermittent, than even that 
of any of the paludal districts of our newly-settled western States. The 
quotidian type greatly predominates ; 1 think in the proportion of two 

5 


| 
| 
| 

4 
| 
| 

— - — - 


90 Diseases and Medicine in Damascus. 


cases to one of either of the other forms. Quartan is much more com- 
mon than in America, and though it seldom seriously impairs the func- 
tions of the system, it is peculiarly obstinate, as persons not unfrequently 
have it for years with scarcely the omission of a paroxysm. There is 
no native remedy known for the disease. In its treatment, quinine can 
be used more indiscriminately, and with more certainty of promptly 
arresting it, than with you, but the high price of the drug prevents most 
persons from purchasing it, and as it is always greatly adulterated by the 
native druggists, those who do are often disappointed in its effects. 

The epidemic contagious diseases are much milder than the same dis- 
orders in America and Europe. Smallpox often occurs in the city, but 
it seldom proves fatal, and rarely disfigures the patient. Measles is a 
trifling affection, and attended by none of the troublesome sequela which 
render the malady so much and so justly dreaded in the United States. 
Hooping cough is mild, and runs its course in a little time, and scarla- 
tina and parotitis are both unknown. 

. Syphilis abounds in every condition of society, but is comparatively 
mild unless aggravated by the medicines given for its cure. I have 
never seen a Case in a native of the country in which it had affected the 
bones or the periosteum, and rarely one attended with buboes, though 
Europeans who contract the disease here pay as dearly for their indul- 
gence as they would at home. Ulcers usually form around the glans 
and prepuce, which are soon followed by an irruption over the whole 
surface, generally in the form of syphilitic roseola, which, after some 
months, disappear spontaneously, if not aggravated by the nostrums of 
some quack, masculine or feminine—for the malady has professors of 
both sexes, who devote their services exclusively to it. The ulcers on 
the glans heal under the use of the simplest dressings. The native 
doctors always treat the disease with the corrosive chloride and mercu- 
rial fumigations, and are far oftener successful in destroying the patient’s 
constitution and draining his purse, than in curing his malady. I have 
never met with one who had been under their treatment, who had not been 
made a victim. Contraction of the disease by either sex is attended by 
no opprobrium. Throughout Syria syphilis is known by the name of 
 Habb el Franje,” the Frank pimple ; and the people assert that it was 
unknown here until brought by Europeans during the occupation of the 
country by Ibrahim Pasha. The truth is, as | have been informed by 
an intelligent native physician, the disorder before that period, as at 
present, possessed little virulence, and consequently attracted but little 
notice, but that the Egyptian soldiers propagated it in a greatly aggra- 
vated form, so that for several years it became a scourge to the city. 
I have never heard of its being ‘cured by hot sand.” Gonorrheea is 
not often met with, but when it does occur it is obstinate and extremely 
difficult to remove, owing to the continued excesses of the patients, 
being generally followed by a long and obstinate gleet, which often 
leads to complete and permanent sexual impotency. 

Goitre cannot be considered a disease of the plain of Damascus. 1 
have seen but two cases here, and one of therm came from Egypt. 

The Insane are not very numerous, and the disease seldom assumes 
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a furious character; those afflicted being usually kept in the houses of 
their friends, and often permitted to enjoy the liberty of going where 
they please about the city. Many of the Derwishes, or religious monks 
of Islamism, are insane, though I believe they never become furious ma- 
niacs. They are allowed to go wherever their inclination prompts them, 
and they rarely do much mischief except to throw stones at christian 
boys along the streets, and to curse Franks who may happen to pass 
near them. ‘They often take the liberty of entering the harems even 
of the most wealthy, and violating the inmates, but this scarcely dis- 
pleases any one, and least of all the party most injured. When a case 
of furious insanity occurs, the madman is sent to a public institution in 
the city, called the maristan, founded by some benevolent Muslim in 
the time of the later Caliphates—a stately building, but now as destitute 
of every comfort as any prison in this barbarous land. In this he is 
secured by an iron chain to the marble pavement, and left without bed 
—not even a little straw—and no food but an occasional cake of coarse 
bread and a jar of water, brought by some pitying relative, or, oftener, 
by some pious Muslimeh in fulfilment of a vow, made, perhaps, like 
that of Samuel’s mother, in connection with her domestic relations. 
The government provides nothing for the Asylum but a warden to open 
and shut the doors; for though a physician is annually appointed, his 
place, for which he receives a salary of six dollars and a quarter per 
annum, is a sinecure, as he never enters the building. Here, cut off 
from every social tie and deprived of every physical comfort, their 
bodies fettered with iron, and their spirits goaded to the very blackness 
of despair by the cruelties they suffer, the wretched maniacs sink into 
drivelling idiocy, and in this state are restored to their friends, unless 
death earlier release them from the inhumanity of man. In this Asy- 
lum none recover. 

Stone in the Bladder is a frequent affection amongst children, de- 
pending, no doubt, on the long-continued disorder of the digestive or- 
gans during, and subsequent to, the period of dentition. I do not re- 
member having met with a case in an adult, unless it had existed from 
childhood. 

Tape worm of both species is very common, a large proportion of the 
population suffering with it. There is no native remedy of any value 
known. The bark of the pomegranate root—a shrub which grows here 
everywhere—has obtained considerable celebrity in England and some 
other parts of Europe as a remedy for the expulsion of these worms ; 
but after the most careful trials with it, | have found it entirely worth- 
less. I often prescribed it for my —— soon after I came to the 
country, as it was within the reach of all, and every person who used 
it assured me it had no effect whatever. I afterwards had the bark 
brought to me, and the infusion prepared before me according to the 
formula used by the English physicians, but with a like result. Some 
time later I determined to give it a more thorough trial on two natives, 
domestics in my own family, suffering with these parasites. I prepared 
the infusion myself, and made it of double the officinal strength ; and 
to prevent deception, 1 administered it in person, and continued it until 
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92 Diseases and Medicine in Damascus. 
I lost all hope of its doing any good. A few days subsequently I gave 
to these patients a mixture of oil of turpentine and castor oil, and both 
discharged several yards of tenia. 1 had prescribed the same treatinent 
with most of my other patients, to whom I had first given the pomegra- 
nate infusion, and in most cases with the same success. 
Hydrophobia is rare in Damascus. 1 am informed, on inquiry, that 
a Jew was bitten here about three years since by a rabid dog, and died 
a few days afterwards of hydrophobia, but that no other case has occur- 
red for many years. The disease is said to be common among the 
Arab tribes near here. It is known among them and through the coun- 
try generally by the term keleb, or dog malady. Nine years ago this 
resent season, seventy persons died of hydrophobia in Hasbriya, a 
ae village under Mount Hermon, and many others in the neigh- 
boring towns. Since that period no case has happened in that district. 
In the autumn of 1847, an animal, which the natives called a wolf, sud- 
denly rushed upon some muleteers near Makkeen, a village on the west- 
ern side of Lebanon, and bit two of them more or less severely, and 
also several mules and cows near them ; he then ran some distance, and 
meeting two other men bit then both, and turning into a house which 
was near by, furiously attacked the inmates. The owner of the house 
happening to be at home, seized some implement and despatched him, 
not, however, until he had bitten him in several places. A few days sub- 
sequently, three of the four first bitten died of hydrophobia, and about three 
montlis afterwards the one last attacked—the other is still living, and never 
has suffered any inconvenience from the bite. Several of the mules and 
cows which were bitten, died with symptoms of canine madness. 
Purulent ophthalmia prevails here epidemically every summer, but is 
less severe in the city than in the neighboring country villages, where 
very few of all the inhabitants escape an attack. The disease is called 
by the natives ramad,a word derived from the same root as that for 
ashes—thus named, perhaps, because the eyes feel as if filled with that 
substance. Whether this disease be the same as that known by the 
name of Egyptian ophthalmia, | know not ; certainly it is less virulent in 
its effects than that is represented to be. It generally commences with 
an itching in one eye, which is soon after followed by redness and tume- 
faction ; the swelling rapidly increases, the whole cellular tissue around 
the globe of the eye becomes infiltrated, the lids are forced out promi- 
nent beyond the socket, and have a clear transparent appearance like 
a membranous sac distended with serum; the tarsi are usually rolled 
under on the intensely-infamed conjunctive, and an acrid sanious secre- 
tion is discharged copiously from the organ, which inflames and excoriates 
the cheek over which it passes. In some cases the lids are everted, 
exposing a considerable part of their internal surface, giving to the pa- 
tient a frightful and repulsive aspect. On the second day the secretion 
of pus becomes very profuse, so that if the swollen eyelids be separated, 
it gushes out as on the opening of an abscess. The pain during this 
period is generally excruciatingly severe, though sometimes entirely ab- 
sent. ‘The writer had an attack in the autumn of 1849, unaccompanied 
with any pain whatever, and the like absence of pain has been observed 
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in many other instances. On the third day the swelling of the eyelids 
begins to decline, the secretion of pus is less abundant, and the sight is 
partially restored, and at this stage the inflammation usually commences 
in the other eye, which passes through the same phenomena as the first. 
On the fifth or sixth day the conjunctiva of the eye first attacked be- 
comes clear, and the organ is restored to its functions ; and about the 
tenth or twelfth day from the first appearance of the malady, the pa- 
tient is well. ‘This is the ordinary course of the disease when rest and_ 
proper cleanliness are observed, and during its progress topical applica- 
tions to the eye do no good, but on the contrary often occasion much 
mischief, increasing the pain and protracting the inflammation. A few 
leeches applied to the temple will sometimes mitigate the pain, and on the 
decline of the tumefaction a brisk cathartic will hasten the cure. The mala- 
dy, however, does not always terminate so favorably, some patients suffer- 
ing greatly from remaining inflammation of the conjunctiva, after the ter- 
mination of the acute stage. ‘The vessels of this membrane continue 
turgid with blood, the secretion of pus is still profuse, forming layers 
which adhere closely to the globe of the eye, and which are from time 
to time rolled into shreds and thrown off by the motions of the ball, to 
be successively replaced by others. ‘The intolerance of light is ex- 
tremely great, and yet, as night approaches, the sufferer’s pain becomes 
agony, and-unless speedily relieved, a complete disorganization of the 
eye soon follows. In this form of the disease a strong solution of nitrate 
of silver (ten grains to an ounce of water) gives in many cases the most 
prompt and decided relief, while a solution much wealeer aggravates all 
the symptoms. Several doses of calomel and morphia will usually 
allay the inflammation in a short time, and in many cases nothing but 
opiates can relieve for a moment the patient’s torture. In a few of the 
worst cases which have fallen under my observation, I gave the patients 
small doses of calomel every three hours, rubbed up with the common. 
Seidlitz powders, and in every case, as soon as a slizht mercurial effect 
was produced, which always happened in a few hours, the inflammation 
subsided. 

It is not difficult to understand what are the principal agents in the 
production of this affection, For several months in summer the sky 
here is not curtained with a cloud, and the sun shines with intense 
brillianey ; and as there falls no rain during this period, the soil becomes 
so dry that the lightest breeze fills the whole atmosphere with fine par- 
ticles of dust, which enter everywhere and penetrate everything. ‘The 
eyes being constantly irritated by this, and by the overpowering light 
of the sun, and rarely feeling the genial influence of water, become in- 
flamed ; and when this disease is once developed, it is propagated rapidly 
by contagion. Of its contagious character no one can doubt who has 
carefully watched its progress through a community ; but my space will 
not allow the discussion of this question here. 

Leprosy, Lepra Arabacum, though not a disease of Damascus, yet as 
this city is the rendezvous for those afflicted with it from all the sur- 
rounding country it may claim a brief notice in our sketch. But two 
cases of this frightful disorder have fallen under my notice in the in- 
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cipient stage, and in both these it commenced about the face. Large 
tubercles of a livid appearance showed themselves on the ale of the 
nose, on the lips and eyebrows, and about the ears, which rapidly in- 
creased until the whole face assumed a swollen and unnatural aspect ; 
the ears stood out from the head, the cheeks became thickened and 
puffed, the forehead studded with large shining tumors, the eyelids were 
distorted, the eyelashes and brows fell off, the beard no longer grew, 
and the countenance lost all traces of its former lineaments. Soon after- 
wards the hands and feet also became covered with tubercles, which 
soon extended as high as the knees and elbows. and the limbs lost 
much of their sensibility. In both these cases the digestive organs were 
apparently in a healthy condition, their tongues were clean, their appe- 
tites good, and their bowels regular ; their sleep, also, was natural and 
refreshing, and the only inconyenience complained of was the stiffness 
and numbness of the parts affected. The pulse in both was uniformly 
slower than natural. While the disease was at this stage, 1 lost sight 
of both these patients, and of their subsequent history ] know nothing. 
I have seen many in a more advanced stage of the malady. In some 
the fingers and toes at the joints were covered with blisters and ulcera- 
tions, and appeared withered and dead, and about to fall off, the nose 
entirely destroyed, and a most horribly offensive ichor running from 
the carious bones and putrid flesh within; the voice either deeply se- 
pulchral or entirely lost, and the fetid breath gurgling through the thick 
mucus which filled the lungs and which these organs seemed no longer 
to possess sufficient sensibility or power to expel. In others the fingers 
and toes had all fallen off, and the skin on the legs and arms was thick- 
ened and chapped into deep fissures, and covered with a dark scurf, 
and both sensibility and locomotion were entirely lost. Many, how- 
ever, do not lose the power of walking after they have lost their toes, 
as most travellers well know who have visited Jerusalem and some 
other places in the Holy Land. At Nabulus I have twice met with as 
many as fifteen walking outside the city, with only the stumps of their 
feet remaining ; without fingers or noses; the beard, brows and eye- 
lashes all gone, and their countenances so disfigured that the male could 
hardly be distinguished from the female, holding up before me their mu- 
tilated arms, or beating with them upon their naked breasts, their bes- 
tial-looking eyes turned up to heaven, and in voices that sounded as if 
they issued from the graves amongst which they were standing, or in 
frightful whistling whispers from those whe had lost the power of ar- 
ticulation, pleading for charity—presenting a group of disease and hu- 
man wretchedness as loathsome as man ever looked upon. After the 
loss of the fingers and toes, the disease apparently often remains sta- 
tionary for several years, there being now in the lazarettos of Damascus 
several who were there on our coming to the city five years since, in 
the same condition as at present, though it sometimes destroys its vic- 
tims in a few months. A Bedowie came here from Safed who had 
there taken the malady, and who died in less than a year and a half 
from the time it first made its appearance. In this case the patient’s 
lungs and trachea became so obstructed with mucus that he died of 
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asphyxia. In all instances the mind seems as torpid as the body—the 
miserable sufferer evincing little concern about the progress or issue of 
his incurable malady—a beneficent arrangement of Providence, for 
were he alive to all the finer sensibilities of humanity, and doomed to 
see himself dying piece-meal, without hope of relief, an object of loath 
ing to all his race, it would be difficult to conceive a mental state more 
replete with horrors. 

The cause of this affection is exceedingly obscure. The Jews here 
attribute it to sexual intercourse during the menstrual period, in proof of 
which they say that no Jew ever takes the disease—their Jaw strictly 
forbidding the approach of the sexes at such times. This opinion needs 
no refutation. Nor is it owing to a residence in any peculiar locality, 
as the victims of it now in Damascus are from the sea coast, from highy 
cool mountain regions, and from the great plains inland. That it is 
sometimes hereditary, seems the opinion of all the native physicians, 
and the writer saw at Nabulus a mother and her daughter both leprous, 
the latter apparently not more than 10 years old; but that it is al- 
ways, or generally so, is doubtful. I have repeatedly made the most care- 
ful inquiry of those in the lazarettos at Damascus, and have always been 
assured that none of their kindred suffered with the disease. Last sum- 
mer, while residing in the mountains of Anti-Lebanon, I saw two cases 
of leprosy in two neighboring villages, one a Muslim, the other a chris- 
tian; and if the testimony of all the inhabitants of the villages can be 
depended upon, in neither family had it ever occurred before. And 
were the children of leprous parents generally to take the malady, it 
would be far more prevalent than it is, as not a few of them have 
considerable families, and some of their offspring are born after their 
mothers have lost their fingers and toes. A woman in one of the 
lazarettos here, not long since, bore an illegitimate child when in this 
situation. 

The disease is under no circumstances contagious ; the lepers eat, 
drink and sleep, and mingle freely in all the occupations of life, with the 
people of the city, yet no one ever contracts the disorder, nor has any 
fear of doing so. As to treatment, nothing seems of any value, and 
this conviction is so firmly fixed in the minds of the native physicians, 
that no effort is made to remove it, or to check its progress, but the 
wretched victim is abandoned to his fate. In one case not very far 
advanced, I had the patient some months under my care, and tried a 
great variety of medicines, such as arsenic, mercury, cantharides, sulpbur, 
and some others, but all to no purpose ; and since then neither my in- 
clination has prompted, nor my time permitted me to make experiments. 

[To be continued. ] 


THE MOTIVE POWER OF THE BLOOD. 
[Communicated forthe Boston Medical and Surgical J ournal.} 
An apology is, perhaps, necessary, for occupying valuable space in the 
pages of the Journal with mere expostulations against the misapprehen- 
sions of correspondents—perhaps even of its editor—in regard to the pur- 
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pose and import of a late ccmmunication, in a matter relating to Dr. 
Cartwright’s correspondence with Mrs. Willard. Will the readers of the 
Journal bear with me for striving to correct these misapprebensions ¢ 

In the first place, the opinion could not have been fairly inferred from 
my communication, that I doubted the facts stated in relation to the 
dissection of the alligator—that, at the termination of the hour, after 
the tying of the trachea, it exhibited no apparent signs of life—that the 
phenomena in relation to the circulation, following inflation of the 
lungs, and the struggles of the animal, were truthfully stated. But it is 
true that I saw nothing in all this to confirm the theory of Mrs. Willard, 
that the motive power of the blood is in the lungs, and not in the heart— 
and I asked, of those who might be able to explain, for the rationale. 
It may be contumacy—or even a less creditable characteristic, stolidity 
—but I can see no propriety in dethroning the heart, which has so 
long very palpably exercised the office of giving a “chief” impulse to 
the blood, till its successor shall have exhibited proofs of prowess equal 
to the emergency. Fulton never jilted canvass, till he had made very 
considerable improvements on the tea-kettle. 

Admitting the yet unproven fact that “ calorification” (a process, by 
the way, in the animal organization, which is itself yet imperfectly explain- 
ed) may proximately impel the blood in its return from the lungs to the 
left auricle ; does it follow that a like agency impels the blood, in its 
return from the extremities to the right auricle? If not, where is the 
gain to the main question of “motive power,” by merely proving the 
first proposition? Does it account for the impulse necessary to carry 
the current from the right ventricle, and distribute it through the lungs 
—or even from the left ventricle, through the aorta, to its terminations ? 

I said I was tempted still to think it all a “hoax.” The term 
“hoax ” was obviously not applied to Dr. Cartwright’s account of the 
dissection, but to his inferences in favor of Mrs. Willard’s theory, and to 
his extravagant laudation. I trust it will be equally obvious that even 
this was said sportively, rather than offensively. 

I hope I am not querulous—nor unmindful of the honor, even of 
a rebuke, on the pages of the Journal; but I have neither time nor 
capacity for labor on the correspondent, who is obviously beyond the 
reach of anything short of the “ aurora borealis.” When I find | have 
done injustice to the discovery of Mrs. Willard, whose character for 
talents and learning is too well established to be influenced by the fail- 
ure of her theory of “ motive power ;” or to Dr. Cartwright’s illustration 
of that supposed discovery, who is also infinitely above dependence on 
these results for high professional character, they will find me neither 
reluctant nor tardy in making the amende honorable. 


St. Albans, Vt., Feb. 21, 1852. J. L. Cuanpvuer. 


CURVATURE OF THE SPINE. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—Allow me, through the medium of your Journal, to call the at- 
tention of the medical profession to a few observations upon the treat- 
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ment of curvature of the spine, and the effect of an apparatus invented 
and used by me for the last three years. The treatment has aimed 
not only at a removal of the deformity, but to effect a perfect and per- 
manent cure. 

I am aware that various modes of treating this difficulty have been 
brought to the notice of the profession, and they have been recommend- 
ed as very efficacious; yet, upon trial, very few indeed have been re-" 
stored by their use. The failures (1 had almost said the constant fail- 
ures) of those who have attempted to treat this class of cases, have given 
the medical faculty an impression, and very justly, too, that but little 
if anything can be done to restore a case after the curve bas made any 
considerable progress, or has existed for any length of time; almost 
every patient I receive informs me that they were so advised by their 
physician. Notwithstanding the failures, the disease is on the increase, 
and the number of sufferers demands of the profession a vigorous and 
continual effort to devise some effectual mode of relief. It would be 
quite unphilosophical to say that there is no remedy for lateral curva- 
tures, and no member of the profession would be willing to make the 
assertion ; yet the advice to our patients is based on such an assump- 
tion. The leading object in what follows, is to do away with this 
impression. 

After several years’ experience in treating curvatures by apparatus, 
and by various modes of exercise, the conviction was forced upon me,. 
that in order to do it with any degree of assurance, it was necessary- 
that an apparatus should be so contrived that it would not only re-. 
move the deformity, but it should at the same time leave all the mus- 
cles free to act, and the patient under the necessity of using them to 
balance and support the body as fully as without the aid of such ap- - 
pliances ; also, that it should be so planned (in order to make that pro- 
gress in the recovery, that would be satisfactory to the patients and 
their friends) that it would effect as much during the sleeping as the 
waking hours. It is desirable, likewise, that the apparatus should admit. 
of walking and riding, and that, too, without attracting attention by the 
singularity of the figure, as this circumstance would effectually prevent. 
many sensitive females from using it in the street. Again, for the 
furtherance of the recovery, the instrument should not be fixed or sta- 
tionary in its adjustments, but should possess elasticity, so that, if the 
form yields, the apparatus would follow up and exert nearly as much 
force upon the curve as it did before it had yielded in any degree. 
Finally, if there could be an apparatus so constructed that, when ap-. 
plied to the perfect figure, it would produce a fac simile of a lateral 
curvature, it would appear very conclusive that it was adapted to remove- 
a real one. 

The profession is capable of judging how far these objects have been. 
attained by any apparatus with which they are acquainted. The in- 
strument invented by me secures most, if not all the objects heretofore 
enumerated as desirable. In theory, it appears capable of curing any. 
uncomplicated case of lateral curvature ; in practice, it has been fully 
sustained, so far as the treatment of about seventy-five cases can cor- 
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roborate it. I think it can be said, with perfect safety, that it has been 
more successful in removing curvatures and restoring the original form 
than any other apparatus or mode of treatment. 

When I speak of a case of curvature being cured, I mean not only 
that the form was restored, but that it thus remained without the appa- 
ratus ; that the spinal column was in its natural position, and continued 
so without the aid of tape corsets, or any artificial support. I make 
this explanation, because I believe it is customary for most persons treat- 
ing curvatures, to speak of them as cured, when their figure is regular 
with some form of corsets that exhibit a perfect exterior, without any 
reference to the body they enclose ; and it is not uncommon to see pa- 
tients who are reported as cured, but expect to be under the necessity of 
wearing these supports for the future. In any other department of sur- 
gery, cases so relinquished would be considered only as relieved; they 
ought so to be in this. 

In my next, I will give you the result of treatment in several cases. 


Millbury, Mass., Feb., 1852. Henry G. Davis. 


PIORRY ON AUSCULTATION AND PLEXIMETRY. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH BY M. M. RODGERS, M.D., ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


In offering to the profession this little work, I ought to say, that in 
general, manuals in medicine are bad books. ‘The memory retains 
little enough from books in which facts are given in detail and with 
exactness. We cannot, therefore, content the mind with recollections 
of these incomplete documents, and confused, meagre compilations. 
The Faculty of Paris is so well convinced of this fact, that in the 
examinations and concours they avoid putting questions in accordance 
with manuals of pathology; and the candidate for graduation, who 
limits himself to the study of these abridyements, may justly dread the 
day when he is to be proved by his knowledge. 

Pleximetry holds an important place in diagnosis. It often indicates 
the nature and power of the treatment necessary in lesions of various 
organs. It is not, however, alone in the pathological, but also in the 
normal condition of parts, that it is useful; and also in studying the 
anatomy and extent of organs, &c. Those who are deprived of the art 
of percussion, can know very little of the true state of diseased organs, 
and are liable to be deceived in the results of their diagnosis, as well 
as prognosis and treatment. 

othing is more simple than pleximetry. It is needless to remark, 
that all the organs of the body must yield a sound, and tactile sensation, 
exactly in relation to their peculiar structure and density. Who does 
not know, that each metal, each variety of wood and stone, yield a sound 
on being struck, according to their density and the arrangement of their 
molecules? Is it not on the same principle that we recognize a piece of 
metal as being lead, iron, copper, silver or gold? Is it possible that 
the bones, cartilage, muscles, face, lungs, liver, &c., of which the struc- 
ture is so different, and of which the surface of each is rendered solid 
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by the pleximeter, should not give acoustic and tactile sensations 
widely different? ‘The smallest experience in percussion with the plexi- 
meter, made immediately to the parts, will prove this. 

By percussion, an experienced hand may distinguish even shades of 
sound more. numerous than a novice could imagine to exist. So far 
from exaggerating the results which I have obtained, I have often 
stopped short of the truth. There is not a single case which I have 
explored in this way, which has not furnished useful results. 

From whence came the objections against the pleximeter, which 
have so long retarded the progress of this branch of medical science? 
Only from those who do not know the use of this instrument, and who 
consequently cannot appreciate its value in diagnosis ; from those, who 
from the commencement have, used only the fingers, as a medium of 
percussion. ‘Truth rests upon facts, and utility must come from it. 

It is true, that pleximetry has some difficulties ; the pleximeter is a 
musical instrument, and, like all others, requires dexterity in its use, to 
produce practical results. Leistz and Paganini, spent a long time in ac- 
quiring their respective skill in execution on the piano and violin ; and 
it is almost incredible to see some sage physicians constitute themselves 
judges of the pleximeter, who never could be persuaded to use the in- 
strument. ‘The time required to learn percussion by practice, whether 
long or short, no one will regret after having acquired the art. An in- 
finitude of facts will be attained, both in relation to diagnosis and thera- 
peutic indications. ‘The appreciation of the form and volume of the 
liver, spleen or kidneys, or any other organ, may be of great value. 

Messieurs Charheau, Bussine (Despaulx-Ader) members of the com- 
mission named by the Society of Medicine, of the first Arrondissement 
of Paris, have established the effect of common salt (mur. soda) in inter- 
mittent fevers and engorgement of the spleen. ‘They arrived at the same 
results with myself, after much difficulty. ‘They spent a month in the 
most laborious and patient researches, and practice, and closed by ac- 
' quiring great skill in the use of the pleximeter. They arrived always 
at the same results, in relation to the limits of the organs ; nor did they 
fail, afterwards, to make their dexterity of utility in practice. If such 
examples were followed by a large number of physicians, the greater 
part of my doctrines would be admitted ; for I do not fear to affirm 
the logical expression and consequences of absolute facts—viewed and 
reviewed a hundred times, without reference to preconceived opinions. 
The medical profession should study with no other interest than that of 
truth. When the day shall arrive in which learned physicians shall 
attain skill in percussion with the pleximeter, they will renounce the 
idea of the individuality of disease, and study with extreme care, the 
following points. 

1. The multiple lesions existing in disease. 2. The material causes 
of these lesions, and their direct effects. 3. The secondary causes, 
and their coincident effects. 4. The manifest, appreciable relations 
between the primitive phenomena and consecutive accidents. 

[To be continued.] 
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IMPERFORATE ANUS—OPERATION—DEATH—AUTOPSY. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Srr,—I am induced to send you the following account of a case of im- 
perforate anus, as, if I had seen a similar one published before the oc- 
currence of this, it certainly wou!d have had an influence in urging an 
earlier operation. In the following number of the London Lancet (for 
May) there was a case published which must have been similar to the 
one herein detailed, and in which the operation no doubt saved the child. 
This case is the more instructive, as the post-mortem examination re- 
vealed the state of the colon and rectum. 

I attended a lady, the mother of several healthy children, in her con- 
finement on the 5th of April last, who was delivered of a fine, plump- 
looking boy, and to all appearance perfectly developed. On calling the 
next day, the mother and child appeared to be doing well. To my in- 
quiries, however, the nurse stated that nothing had passed its bowels. 
A slight laxative was ordered, with directions to use injections by even- 
ing if nothing passed. ‘The second day, nothing having passed, and 
the nurse not being able to inject anything, 1 was led to examine the 
rectum. I could pass my little finger into the anus without difficulty, 
but after passing about three fourths of an inch it met with firm resist- 
ance, appearing to terminate in a cul-de-sac. ‘The nature of the case 
was now made known to the mother, and the only means of relief, an 
operation, was proposed ; but as her husband was absent, she declined 
having it done until bis return. Circumstances prevented this until the 
evening of the seventh day. He at first declined an operation, but see- 
ing how well the child continued to be, and after consulting a neighbor- 
ing surgeon, he consented to have an operation performed on the morn- 
ing of the ninth day. I made use of a trocar and canula. After pass- 
ing the trocar through the canula, | withdrew it, but no meconium fol- 
lowed. Having pushed up the canula into the opening made by the 
trocar, I again inserted the latter and withdrew it, when the meconium 
followed in abundance. The child made no cries, and seemed to be re- 
lieved by the operation. But very little blood was lost. Yet the child 
died in about twenty-four hours. 

The parents being very intelligent and well-informed, kindly consented 
to an examination, which was had the next day. On laying open the 
cavity of the abdomen, the colon was found adherent throughout its 
{| course upon the left side to the internal’ walls of the cavity of the ab- 
tT domen. The abnormal state of the rectum was now seen to consist 
of a fleshy-looking mass, interspersed with fat and cellular substance, 
which made it resemble the muscular tissue of other parts, and to close 
up the rectyim for the space of about an inch and a half. Upon exami- 
nation it was found the trocar had gone directly through the centre of 
| the mass, and was perfectly successful, so far as the operation was con- 
| cerned. It was observed that there was a fetid smell to the urine the 
day before, and there is no doubt that the means of relief were too late. 

Now what would be the result in these cases if they did not imme- 
diately prove fatal? The appearance of the mass certainly indicates 
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that there would be a constant tendency to adhere together again, and 
the necessity for making repeated dilatation of the opening. Would a 
mucous membrane be formed ultimately ? and if so, would there not 
most likely be a permanently-strictured state of the rectum ? 

There seems to me to be an impropriety in calling these cases tm- 
perforate anus, as the parts involved are above the anus ; and in doing 
so, I have but followed the lead of others. Respectfully yours, 

Holyoke, Mass., Feb. 10, 1852. A. Bryant Ciarke. 


EPULIS. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Tue maxille are not exempt fiom extraneous growths, but they are 
rarely the seat of malignant tumors. Enpulis, epi oulon, an hyper- 
trophy of the gum, is the accidental formation to which the jaw is most 
liable. ‘The tumor displaces the teeth between which it commences, or 
involves by its extension two or three of the contiguous teeth. The 
growth at first is indolent and devoid of pain, and increases very slowly. 
While small it is not liable to hemorrhage, and gives no inconvenience 
but from its untoward position ; but its increase is not limited, and it 
may attain an enormous size. When long standing and of great extent, 
it may become the seat of noisome ulceration or of malignant disease. 
Its thorough extirpation should not be delayed. 

A rare example of this tumor occurred in the case of a colored wo- 
man, otherwise of sound health and free from constitutional or heredi- 
tary disease. It was situated upon the symphysis of the lower jaw, 
and at the time of removal had attained a size somewhat exceeding a 
walnut. The pedicle of attachment was smaller than the tumor, and 
its substance overspread several of the adjoining teeth. It was deemed 
prudent in its excision not only to denude the bone, but to remove a 
portion of the alveolar process. To accomplish this neatly and expe- 
ditiously, a pair of bone forceps of a peculiar form were designed, hav- 
ing the cutting part so constructed as to operate in a horizontal direction, 
making the plane of the incision at right angles with the shaft of the in- 
strument. ‘The removal of a tooth at each extremity of the tumor was 
followed by two vertical incisions, and the entire growth was removed 
with but little loss of blood. On inspection, the apodosis justified the 
protasis. ‘The substance of the excrescence was of a dark pink color 
and fibrous texture, arranged, unlike scirrhus, in curvelinear lamella, 
similar to the coagula of aneurism. Jt probably contained a large pro- 
portion of albunen highly charged with water, shown by its shrinking 
and corrugation on immersion in alcohol. A cursory examination de- 
tected none of the granular matter of cancer, and the arrangement of 
the stromal layers classified it among the simple non-malignant sarcoma- 
tous, or fibrous tumors. Considerable time has elapsed, with no return 
of the formation and no production of the disease in another shape ; these 
circumstances, with the absence of any constitutional contaminated dia- 
thesis, and its exceeding slow increase, make it quite certain that the 
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growth was of the homologous kind—the counterpart of healthy and 
natural textures. 

Transcendental anatomy alone can afford anything approaching an 
explanation for the departure from established morphological laws, and 
the usual structure and constituency of normal accretions. To call an 
adventitious growth a lesion of nutrition, or perverted nutrition, approaches 
in no degree the primal cause. 

A circumstance worthy of remark in this case, was the unusually irri- 
tating effect of the vapor of ether upon the respiratory apparatus. The 
reflex influence of the par vagum, by means of its pulmonary plexus, up- 
on the laryngeal branches, produced spasmodic contraction of the glot- 
tis to such an extent as to suspend respiration and frustrate anesthetic 
inhalation. Sometimes failure arises from too sparing administration of 
ether. A more liberal application will overcome the disagreeable symp- 
toms, and tranquillize the suffocative spasms. Imperfect etherization pro- 
duced the usual fantastic effects of partial intoxication rapidly induced. 
The motor centres, released from the control of reason, uttered uncon- 
scionable and antagonistic mandates, which the members found difficult 
to execute and accomplish ; and these bizarre impulses threw the fleshy 
tabernacle into singular and notable contortions. While the cerebrum 
all as frantic, which some believe the soul’s frail dwelling place, did, 
by the idle comments that it made,” indicate, in prating lunacy, some 
most ‘curious traits of the African race and blood. 

February 13th, 1852. E. Sanrorp. 


HINTS ON CANCEROUS AFFECTIONS. 


BY PROFESSOR W. STONE, 


In the October number of the “ Register,” I called the attention of the 
profession to the use of the phosphate of lime and nitrogenous diet in 
depraved states of the system in scrofulous diatheses. Now, as it is be- 
lieved that true cancer never occurred in decidedly scrofulous subjects, it 
is fair to infer that an opposite course of diet is more appropriate; and 
it is very probable that by directing our attention to the subject, we 
may fix upon some agent that will aid in arresting the progress of this 
dreaded disease. Experience has shown that the least nitrogenous diet 
is best in this disease. In the memoirs of the celebrated Nathan Smith, 
written some twenty years ago by his son, Nathan R. Smith, of Balti- 
more, are found the views of this remarkable man, which were based 
| purely upon observation, without a chemical idea to theorize upon. His 
| diet for this disease was vegetable,; and of this he thought green corn 
| the best. A case is related of a lady on whom he operated for a_ very 
large cancerous breast, involving the glands of the axilla. It was in the 
season for green corn, and the patient was put upon this article of diet. 
Sufficient was gathered when in the milk, and dried, to last until the 
season returned, and this made soft by boiling, and used with little or no 
seasoning. He states that whenever she attempted to return to her usual 
diet, she experienced shooting pains in the part, but, finally, after two 
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years, she gradually changed her diet. The notice of this case was 
given seven years after the operation, and there was no appearance of 
a return of the disease. Corn in this State contains, I believe, more 
phosphorus than any other vegetable, but whether this renders it more 
suitable to this disease, [ am not prepared to say. Prof. Bigelow, of 
Boston, relates a case in which diet kept a cancerous affection dormant, 
at least, for many years, or rather he states that it was gradually getting 
well. This was the case of the late distinguished surgeon Amos Twitch- 
ell, of Keene, N. H., with whom I was well acquainted. I dined with 
him in 1848; he furnished a good dinner for his guests, but dined him- 
self on milk and berries. Vegetables of the blandest kind constituted 
his main food, but | do not think he confined himself to any one article. 
The disease was seated in the inner canthus of one of his eyes, was re- 
moved many years ago with the knife, but the cicatrix soon took on the 
same degeneration, and he relied upon diet ; and although it might ap- 
pear to a gourmand a very meagre diet, he was able to undergo more 
fatigue at the age of 64 than many young men. I! mention these cases 
not as being remarkable in themselves, but because they illustrate the 
effects of diet, and at the same time cover the views of two medical men 
remarkable for their powers of observation. 

As a remedy to be given in aid of diet, 1 think arsenic, with our pre- 
sent knowledge, is the best. ‘There was an able article in the London 
Lancet, I think in the fall of 1849, on the use of arsenic in lupus and 
canceroid diseases, which was interesting because it showed how it should 
be given to be useful. The preparation used was Fowler’s solution, in 
doses. from two to five drops, and continued for a long time. The wri- 
ter also called attention to the fact that instead of increasing the dose 
after long use, it should be diminished. I have always contended that 
alteratives, to be useful, should be given in such doses as will not dis- 
turb the natural functions. ‘The solution is advised in such doses as 
will permit its use for an indefinite length of time, without producing any 
manifest specific effects. I have great confidence that this, together 
with diet, will exercise a very salutary influence over this dreaded dis- 
ease.—New Orleans Monthly Medical Register. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, MARCH 3, 1852. 


Preparatory Medical Schools.—Since the recommendation of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association, that preparatory instruction should be provided 
for students, of a more elevated character than they have been accustomed 
to receive in private offices,a number of excellent schools have been 
organized, some of which are quite equal to many of the regularly con- 
structed colleges of medicine. Reference has been made on a tho 
occasion to those in Boston and other places, which are exceedingly pros- 
perous. They begin to exhibit a commendable ambition in the Southern 
States to provide equal facilities—which our professional brethren in that 
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direction are abundantly able to do, for there are no where better read or 
more accomplished medical gentlemen than in the Southern sections of 
the Union. 

Among the most recent of these auxiliary schools, that at Charleston, 
S. C., demands a special consideration, and we cordially recommend it to 
the patronage of our readers in that direction. The names of Drs. F. T. 
Miles, J. D. Cain, F. P. Porcher, E. B. Flagg, are given as its managers, 
The regular course of instruction will commence on the first of April, and 
close the last Saturday of July. 


Welfare of the Medical Profession.—This is a part of the title of an 
address delivered at the Rush Medical College, by N. S. Davis, M.D., 
one of the Faculty of the Institution. The author is one of the originators, 
if not the originator, of the American Medical Association. We havea 
distinct recollection of his urgent appeals to the profession, and of the 
ability and perseverance which ultimately accomplished the great idea 
that he had long entertained, of concentrating the medical efforts of the 
United States. A man who could marshal such a force, and bring about 
such results, must possess original qualities; and in the discourse before 
us, Dr. Davis has written with energy, and like a philosopher, too, on the 
dignity, honor and welfare of the medical profession. He does not appear 
alarmed at the enormous increase of physicians; he regards, in mercantile 
language, the quality more than the quantity; but unless a high standard 
of preparation is rigidly maintained by the schools, the people may be 
quite as much alarmed as those who are in dread of competitors in the 
field of business. There are some historical memoranda introduced, 
which are very striking and very true, to show what has been the charac- 
ter of medicine in the ancient seats of civilization, and what it now is, 
in the dark triumphs of moslemism in those same countries. Dr. Davis 
could not produce an uninteresting paper, since the current of his thoughts 
is always indicative of activity, freshness, and a hearty determination to 
devote his powers to the honorable advancement of a profession, to which 
he is himself an honor. 


Discontinuance of another Medical Journal.—A. Hall, M.D., editor of 
the late British-American Med. and Physical Journal, published at Mon- 
treal, announces the discontinuance of that spirited and valuable publica- 
tion. He had a plenty of patrons, but they were such poor paymasters 
that it was impossible to sustain the Journal any longer. It is a disgrace 
to the profession in the Canadas, that a periodical of so much character 
and utility should have been starved to death. It will be discouraging to 
any projector of another Journal, since its destiny must be feared, if not 
clearly foreseen. Dr. Hall has achieved a reputation that commands the 
respect of the brotherhood all over the world. 

We notice that several of our exchanges have recently made grievous 
complaints, in their own case, of the evil which has put an end to the 
above-named work. Why is it that payment for a periodical is often con- 
sidered a matter of so little importance, that it may be attended to or 
neglected, as happens best to suit the individual’s convenience? We 
know from our own experience —although we have perhaps as little 
cause to complain as any of the craft—that there is frequently shown a 
want of principle in this matter, which is unworthy at least of the mem- 
bers of a liberal profession. : 
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Pennsylvania Hospital for Insane.—Here is the eleventh report of the 
Pennsylvania Lunatic Hospital, that seems to have been in existence but 
a very short period; but there is no concealing the fact that time will 
make all alike venerable, both hospitals and their managers, in its rapid 
course. But there is this difference between men and the charitable 
establishments they organize; the one become feeble by age, while the 
other grow strong. Improvements are retained and appropriated to 
advance science, the arts and humanity; but the intellect, that developes 
and directs all, passes away. But as moralizing may be considered here 
out of place, we proceed to say that Dr. Kirkbride’s report to the managers 
is a plain, business-like document, in which the statistics of the hospital 
are properly explained. He complains, as all the other medical superin- 
tendents do, throughout the Union, that the institution is crowded. By 
building auxiliary establishments, the anticipated relief does not seem to 
be realized. Madness is increasing; and some believe that many men 
ought to be confined, now at large, who are crazy in trade, in politics. and 
on various other subjects. There were 417 patients under care in J851. 
The largest number at any one period was 243, There were cured, 107; 
much improved, 13; improved, 32; stationary, 23; died, 26. Dr. Kirk- 
bride says the premature removals were less frequent the past year 
than formerly. It seems that even in Pennsylvania the friends of patients 
are indixcreet, and remove the insane too soon, before a fair effort for their 
restoration has been made. A large portion of the pamphlet is devoted to 
the consideration of miscellaneous topics connected with the hospital, and 
which have a bearing upon its character and comforts. It appears from 
Dr. Kirkbride’s tables, that farmers stand at the head of the list among 
those who become insane, and merchants next. Those without occupation 
are fearfully in danger of madness. Seamstresses, and the daughters of 
farmers, among females, appear to suffer greatly from diseased minds. A 
full proportion of foreigners occupy the apartments. It would be a curi- 
osity to ascertain the number of foreign lunatics now provided for at the 
public expense in the United States. 


Ship Fever.—Alarm is evidently gaining ground in New York, and 
not without reason, at the spread of this disease among the inhabitants, 
which has already carried off several physicians and their assistants in the 
public institutions. Dr. Doane’s death is a melancholy illustration of the 
progress and fatality of a fever that spares neither young nor old. The 
question is agitated, what is to be done? If the fever extends itself in 
cold weather, what may not be apprehended on the return of summer heat, 
when death’s arrows invariably fly with more rapidity, if an epidemic 
tendency exists in the atmosphere? While ships are floated across the 
Atlantic with such great numbers of human beings as ordinarily constitute 
a profitable freight, without a modification of the interior with reference to 
perfect ventilation, just so long will ship fever defy all ordinary medica- 
tion, and keep the principal ports, into which the emigrants are introduced, 
in a state of alarm which neither municipal ordinances nor Legislative 
action can do much to control. The origin of the difficulty lies in foreign 
ports, and we are obliged to suffer the consequences. If the General 
Government would utterly forbid the landing of emigrants, brought in ves- 
sels not prepared in accordance with enlightened and humane regulations, 
the British Parliament would soon comply with our laws, instead of 
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encouraging their paupers to rush to the land of freedom, but which often 
proves to them a premature grave. 

Here in Massachusetts a movement is being made in the Legislature, 
with a view to organizing a general board of health, whose duty is under- 
stood to be to protect us against the introduction and spread of this ship- 
generated malady; but the laws are ample enough already, if legislative 
acts can be made of service. Let a new commission be created, and what 
possible efforts can they make beyond what has been heretofore adopted ? 
A few more great dinners will be eaten at the public expense, and that 
will be the extent-of their operations. The-power, to be effectual, is to be 
applied to the ships before they sail from Europe, by restricting the 
number of passengers, as low as one to every seven tons, and introducing 
Mr. Emerson’s system of thorough ventilation. With such a law we need 
have little anxiety in regard to ship fever. 


Phosphate of Lime in Consumption.—When an account of Dr. Stone’s 
success in the treatment of pulmonary consumption was first published, it 
naturally enough interested the profession, as well as the friends of those 
who were suffering, because it raised a gleam of hope in cases where none 
existed. The following facts have come to our knowledge, and may be 
considered favorable in regard to this method of treatment. A gentleman 
of the neighboring city of Charlestown, whose son was considered ina 
hopeless state from the diseased condition of the respiratory apparatus, was 
induced to administer Dr. Stone’s medicine. All the phosphate of lime 
procured at the shops appeared to him to be imperfectly prepared—being 
coarse and otherwise objectionable. A purer article was prepared especially 

‘for the occasion, reduced to an impalpable powder, and ten grains were 
administered three times a day, followed by a swallow of cod-liver oil. 
No material change was discoverable in the patient for two weeks. Sud- 
denly, as it were, a fixed pain of long standing in the chest then abated ; 
sleep became refreshing, the appetite improved, strength returned, and 
from being moved about the apartment reclining on an invalid chair, he 
is now daily riding, on an average, ten miles, on horseback, facing the 
wind and breasting the cold with impunity. This is a synopsis of a case 
related by a grateful parent, who would be glad to have others, under 
similar circumstances, make an effort with the phosphate, combined with 
cod-liver oil. 


The Study of Medicine not unfavorable to a Religious Character.—At 
Buffalo, N. Y., the medical class of the University, for some reason 
unknown to us—doubtless a good one—requested the Rev. Dr. Thompson, 
of that city, to preach to them. He complied, and his discourse, now 
printed, is calculated to enlarge the sphere of the author’s reputation. He 
has taken the true ground, that physicians are not made infidels by study- 
ing the beautiful mechanism of the human body. They are accused of 
indifference towards the cultivation of a religious character; but that is 
equally untrue. Their pursuits, and the training of their minds. lead to 
constant and we trust profound contemplation of the works of God. If 
they have less to say, and figure in a more quiet manner in religious 
assemblies and local organizations, than others, it is not because they have 
less at heart the progress of Christianity, and the stability of those institu- 
tions which are based upon its abiding principles, but on account of their 
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peculiar vocation, which debars them from the privilege of engaging as 
zealously as others do in that respect. It is not necessary to multiply 
words to vindicate the medical profession from the aspersions ungenerously 
cast upon it in regard to religious negligence or unbelief, in consequence 
of the occasional appearance of infidelity in its ranks. Dr. Thompson 
has spoken seasonably, and in a manner that calls upon ourselves, if no 
one else, to thank him for the good service he has accomplished in vindi- 
cating the reputation of a much traduced profession. 


Report of the City Registrar of Boston.—The Annual Report of Mr. 
Simonds, City Registrar, for the year 1851, is published. We have 
already given the number of deaths for the year. The following quota- 
tions relate to the births and marriages. 

* Five thousand three hundred and thirty-eight births have been regis- 
tered, name.y, 2,788 males and 2,550 females; children of 1,757 American 
f.thers and 1,805 American mothers; and of 3,392 fathers and 3,372 
mothers of foreign birth ; the nativity of 149 fathers and mothers being 
unknown. 

“ The intentions of marriage of 2,953 couples have been entered, and 
certificates issued; namely, 1.382 male and 1,366 female Americans; and 
1,571 males and 1,587 females, natives of foreign countries. 

“Two thousand eight hundred and sixty-three marriages have been 
recorded, the parties being in about the same proportion as to their origin.” 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Andrew K. Smith, of Hartford, Conn., has 
been appointed Assistant-Surgeon in the U. S. Army.—Dr. Kerffer has 
been elected Mayor of Lancaster, Penn.—Smallpox is represented to be 
raging badly at Jamaica.—At Surinam, 8S. A., the yellow fever is again 
rife. A vessel on its retarn from thence to Boston, lost two officers and 
two sailors by it—Mr. Clay, during his illness, has been constantly 
receiving boxes of pills, bottles and packages, from all parts of the country ; 
each recommended as a sovereign cure.—One of the strong reasons why 
Dr. Martin should not be elected Governor of New Hampshire, says one 
of his political opponents, is because he once dissected a body !—The cele- 
brated Cleaveland (Ohio) riot, at the Homeopathic College, was sup- 
pressed by calling out troops.—A lady of Ulster Co., has recently had 3 
sons at one birth—Mrs. Blanchard, of Ticonderoga, N. Y., 78 years of 
age, has cut a new set of teeth. 


To CornesPoNDENTS.—Communications on Sulphuric Ether in Difficult Labor, and on the 
Panama Fever, have been received. 


Diep,—At Providence, suddenly, Feb. 22d, Dr. Leander Utley, 25 years a member of the R.I. 
Medical Society, and a highly respected physician, 59.—At Springfield, Ms., Dr. William H. 
Cleaveland, 55 —At Bloomfield, N. Y., John Dickinson, M.D. 


Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Feb. 28th, 75.—Males, 34—females, 41. 
Accidental, 1—disease of bowels, 1—inflammation of bowels, l1—disease of brain, 2—consump- 
tion, 20—convulsions, 1—eancer, 1—croup, 2—dysentery, 1—diabetes, 1—dropsy, 1—dropsy of 
brain, 2—drowned, 1—exhaustion, 1—typhas fever, l1—scarlet fever, 3—hematuria, 1—disease 
of heart, 2—infantile, 8—influenza, 1—inflammation of lungs, 3—marasmus, 2—measles, 1— 
old age, |—pleurisy, 1—puerperal, 3—rheumatism, 1—scrofula, 1—scald, 1—teething, 5— 
unknown, 3—worms, 1. 

Under 5 years, 30—between 5 and 20 years, 13—between 20 and 40 years, 13—between 40 
and 60 years, 12—over 60 years, 7. Americans, 34; foreigners and children of foreigners, 41. 
The above includes 7 deaths at the City institutions. 
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108 Medical Intelligence. 


Tremont Street Medical School.—At a meeting of the Students of this 
School, to take into consideration the most appropriate way of acknowledg- 
ing the kindness of Dr. Storer, for his regard to their wants in the depart- 
ment df Medical Jurisprudence, and of expressing their high appreciation 
of the merits of his recently concluded course of lectures on this subject, 
a committee was appointed to draft resolutions embodying the thanks of 
the School, and at an adjourned meeting the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this School be presented to D. Humpureys Sro- 
7, for his able, instructive and complete course of lectures on Medical Juris- 

rudence. 
. Resolved, That we gratefully recognize, in this kind attention to the wants of 
the medical student, a renewed exhibition of his indefatigable zeal and labor in 
behalf of the students of the Tremont Street Medical School, as also of his devo- 
tion to the science in which he is interested. 

Resolved, That while we are mindful of the merits of one instructer, we are far 
from being insensible to the active and efficient exertions of the rest, in their re- 
spective departments. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be published. 


Joun E. Hatnaway, 


Cuas. A. Rosertson, ) Committee. 
Wma. H. Pace, 
Joun M. Browne, Secretary. 


Monument to the late Dr. John D. Fisher.—Mr. Evrror,—Soon after 
the decease of the late Dr. Fisher, a meeting was called of those who 
honored his memory, for the purpose of erecting a suitable monument to 
him. Though not a resident of the city, I felt it a privilege to attend the 
meeting, and afterwards to add my mite to the object. I have occasionally 
been reminded, on visiting Mount Auburn, of this undertaking in honor of 
one of the best of men and of physicians, and have made inquiries whether 
the design of that call had been accomplished, and if not, the reason of 
its failure. But thus far, neither act nor explanation has followed the ap- 
pointment of the Committee, so far at least as I, one of the subscribers, 
have been notified. Did I recollect the names of the gentlemen compris- 
ing the Committee, I would not trouble your Journal for information; but 
in common, doubtless, with many other of your subscribers, I see no other 
way to learn the facts except by this public call. Amicus. 


On Arrest of Development as a Sign of Cretinism.—M. Baillarger read 
an essay in which he pointed out that two different opinions have been 
held by authors upon the nature of cretinism: according to the one, it is a 
form of idiotcy ; according to the other, it is entirely a state of physical 
degradation. M. Baillarger considers that he has reconciled these opinions 
by assigning one essential cause, an arrest of deve,opment of the organiza- 
tion. Thus, he has ina large numbex of instances ascertained that second 
dentition has been delayed to the age of eighteen to twenty-four years, 
and that the signs of puberty have been postponed to thisage. ‘The whole 
aspect, figure, &c., is that of a child eight or ten years, when they should 
be young men or women. ‘his arrest of deve.opment points out the line 
of demarcation between cretinism and idiotcy, as in the latter state the 
body is generally fully developed.— Proceedings of the Paris Academy of 
Medicine, in London Med. Gaz. 
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